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mission and their conclusions should be final in the evi¬ 
dence. Military hospitals should be built from the 
license fund and supported by the labor of inebriates 
sent to it for life or a period of years. All inebriates 
Should be regarded as insane and irresponsible, and 
should be forced to go into these hospitals and treated 
as if suffering from infectious diseases. The medical 
jurisprudence of inebriety promises more for the solu¬ 
tion of the alcoholic question than any other means. 

A. F. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

Comments on Materia Medica. — (Squibb’s 
“ Ephemeris,” February, 1893). Bromides —Bromism 
and the ill effect of the alkaline base are often too 
soon established, and it is now recommended from 
France to use the strontium salt as an alternate instead 
of the potassium bromide. M. Germain See and M. Fer6 
noted good results with the former salt. With all the 
bromides the effect is by no means universally beneficial. 
Better results are obtained by Poulet if the bromide be 
combined with either calabar bean, belladonna or digi¬ 
talis. M. Fdr6 maintains that after repeated large doses 
of the bromides the alimentary tract is in a condition of 
sepsis, which prevents assimilation of the salt, and, there- 
fote, he would recommend B. naphthol and sodium salicy¬ 
late combined with the bromide. Paraldehyde .—Since in¬ 
troduced in 1884 it has had a steadily increasing use, re¬ 
markably few recorded cases of acute and still less of 
chronic poisoning. Three and a half ounces were taken 
in one case, and the patient after thirty-four hours of 
sleep recovered. Several cases of tetanus have been 
successfully treated by it, and it has given much benefit 
in the insomnia of insanity and the milder forms of 
mania. Trional and Tetronal.— TIr. Ernst Schultze, 
of Bonn, Schaefer, of Jena and the Italian, A. Ramoni, 
have all reported favorably and at length on the use of 
both these newer agents in series of cases. Both prepara¬ 
tions are found superior to sulfonal and chloral in be¬ 
ing more prompt and vigorous, in that the patient awakes 
more easily and, generally, no unpleasant after effects 
follow, although occasionally there is slight digestive 
disturbance. Both have a marked hypnotic and sedative 
effect, but tetronal has more sedative action. Trional 
acts more surely and promptly in the sleeplessness ac¬ 
companying the different forms of neurasthenia and or- 
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ganic brain affections, and the sleep is more lasting and 
sound. The sleep from either lasts about six to eight 
hours and is not generally interrupted by dreams. No 
effect is produced in sleeplessness due to pain, and no 
untoward symptoms follow the discontinuance of either. 

A. F. 

Cascara Sagrada for the Elimination of Uric 
Acid. —It seems to be the accepted opinion that the 
pathology of uric acid is more a matter of defective 
elimination than of excessive formation. Osier says: 
“ Certain symptoms arise in connection with defective 
food or tissue metabolism, more particularly of the nitro¬ 
genous elements; and this faulty metabolism, if long 
continued, may lead to gout, with uratic deposits in the 
joints, acute inflammations, and arterial and renal dis¬ 
ease.” 

Not getting the desired results, I was led to drop all 
the- so-called antilithics, and rely simply and solely 
upon a single remedy—Cascara Sagrada. Repeated 
trials have convinced me that the faulty metabolism 
is more quickly remedied with this drug alone than with 
any other or combinations. 

Mrs G., aged fifty-five, was for years subject to uric- 
acid storms, and without getting relief. I exhibited 
the aromatic fluid extract cascara made by Parke, Davis 
& Co., in ten to fifteen-drop doses, two or three times 
daily, as demanded, finally settling down to one single 
dose at the close of the day. The effect was not at once 
apparent, but within two weeks there was marked amel¬ 
ioration of the aggravated symptoms, and in four weeks 
the swollen joints had almost resumed a normal appear¬ 
ance, the soreness having nearly disappeared. At this 
writing (two months having elapsed), there is no com¬ 
plaint whatever, but the remedy is continued. No change 
was made in the diet, as I desired to more fully test the 
remedy, and am fully satisfied that the good results 
were due solely to the Cascara. I have tried other 
brands of Cascara, but they have not been satisfactory, 
hence, I have come to regard the fluid extract above 
alluded to as the only one upon which I can confidently 
rely. It never fails, hence my preference.— Dr. W. H. 
Walling, in the Medical and Surgical Reporter , July 
14th, 1894. 

The Treatment of Epilepsy by Acetanilid.— 
T. Diller, M. D. (Pittsburgh Med. Review, January, 1893), 



